an

ox o

\ =N

ONVENTION CENTER

. %%ﬂ

L7
A
.

o

o

AUDITORIUM
R4

LA
43
o:“

Abraham Perez to Make Albuquerque Homecoming Defense of WBA Interim Flyweight
Championship Against Yankiel Rivera
Saturday, Nov. 7, Live on DAZN from Kiva Auditorium. Tickets on sale now.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Media Contact: Briana Salazar, (505) 525-6044, bsalazar@albuquerquecc.com

Albuquerque, NM — Abraham Perez will make the first defense of his WBA Interim Flyweight World
Championship in a homecoming showdown with Yankiel Rivera at Albuquerque's Kiva Auditorium
on Saturday, Nov. 7 live exclusively on DAZN beginning at 6 p.m.

Perez returns for his first defense just two years after a near-fatal drowning incident lefthimin a
coma eight days prior to the biggest fight of his career, an August 2024 scheduled bout in
Albuquerque. Facing the grim diagnosis that he may never walk again, Perez persevered, returned
to boxing in 2025 and won the interim title in June on DAZN over defending champion Jonathan
Gonzalez.

Now the undefeated Perez (15-0, 7 KOs) returns in a DAZN headlining bout with the hopes of
following in the footsteps of New Mexico legends Johnny Tapia and Danny Romero, fellow lower
weight class champions who established Albuquerque as a homebase for major events.

Tickets for the Nov. 7 event, which is promoted by Salita Promotions and Legacy Boxing Promotions
in association with Wynn Records, are available on ticketmaster.com.

“Most athletes dream to be in the current situation | am in - defending a belt in their hometown,”
Perez said. “It means a whole lot to not only me, but the local fans who get to see the fight. | did not
let what happened to me stop the dream of becoming a world champion, | could've quit boxing or
even swimming, but it's the optimism, the fight in me, and the love | have for the sport that kept me
going. | will never be Tapia or Romero, | can only aspire to be the best version of myself. So while
there is a Tapia, a Romero, there is also a Perez.”

The 27-year-old “Hammer” Perez was a stellar amateur, having won the 2020 Olympic Trials at 114
pounds and the 2019 National Golden Gloves. He turned professionalin 2021 and was moved
quickly, earning his first title opportunity in his 14th professional fight.

Rivera (8-1-1, 4 KOs), of Bayamon, was the only boxer from Puerto Rico to qualify for 2020 Olympics
and finished his amateur career with a 133-14 record. He was also moved incredibly fast since
turning professional in 2022, fighting for an interim flyweight world championship in only his eighth
professional fight, a draw with then-undefeated Angelino Cordova. In his next fight he was upset in
a decision loss against Jonathan Gonzalez for the WBA Interim Flyweight World Championship. The
29-year-old is coming off a first round knockout last Friday over Francisco Vargas Martinez in Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic.


mailto:bsalazar@albuquerquecc.com
https://www.ticketmaster.com/big-time-boxing-albuquerque-albuquerque-new-mexico-11-07-2026/event/1E006538CF91F467
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“You will see a 100 percent Yankiel Rivera - completely focused, prepared and completely
motivated,” Rivera said. “l know some are skeptical after my defeat, but | will show them that a
defeat does not define me. With the exception of a very small group, every fighter faces a loss. It is
not the loss that defines you, it is what you do afterwards.

“| see this fight as an opportunity to beat the guy who beat me. Avictory will vindicate that defeat
and will show that | belong in the mix with the elite fighters in the 112-pound division. My name has
to be on that list. I’'m ready to fight and defeat the best of the division.”

Albuquerque has a history as a boxing hotbed that has bred some of America’s best lower weight
division champions - Hall of Famer and three division champion Johnny Tapia, who was a titlist at
super flyweight, bantamweight and featherweight, and two division champion Danny Romero, a
flyweight and junior bantamweight champion. Now the city has it’s newest champion in Perez, who
looks to establish his own legacy as a young rising star in New Mexico.

“Albuquerque is one of America’s legendary boxing cities,” said Dmitriy Salita, President of Salita
Promotions. “Our goal is to reignite that fire - both locally and nationally. We are proud to feature
hometown world champion Abraham Perez, along with talented fighters from Albuquerque’s great
local gyms. By teaming up with Legacy Boxing Promotions, we hope to build a lasting partnership
and bring championship boxing back to this historic fight town.”

Added Aaron Perez and Gabriel Carlin of Legacy Promotions: “From day one, Legacy Promotions’
goal has been to put New Mexico back on the map as a destination for championship boxing. In
2024, we were proud to bring a world championship fight to Albuquerque. Now, we're honored to
bring another world championship fight home - this time in partnership with Salita Promotions and
DAZN, the premier boxing network in the world - with our own champion, Abraham Perez.

“After his latest victory, we asked Abraham what he wanted next. He said he wanted a big fight in
Albuquerque, for a city that has been through a lot since the pandemic. We're excited to make that
happen and give our city a night to remember."
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ABOUT SALITA PROMOTIONS:

Salita Promotions was founded in 2010 by Dmitriy Salita, a professional boxer and world-title
challenger who saw the need for a promotional entity to feature boxing's best young prospects and
established contenders in North America and around the world. Viewers watching fighters on
worldwide television networks including SHOWTIME, HBO, ESPN, Spike TV, Universal Sports
Network, UFC Fight Pass, DAZN, ESPN+ and MSG have enjoyed Salita Promotions fight action in
recent years. We pride ourselves on offering our fighters opportunities inside and outside the ring.
Salita Promotions looks forward to continuing to grow and serve the needs of fight fans around the
globe.
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Check the Salita Promotions YOUTUBE CHANNEL for regular updates of the modern world’s
greatest fighters, contenders and prospects in action.
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ABOUT WYNN RECORDS:

Wynn Records is a full-service talent and music agency specializing in artist development,
management, brand partnerships, distribution, marketing, and touring. With strong expertise in
music administration, digital strategy, licensing, and industry trends, Wynn provides tailored career
guidance to help clients grow and succeed. Rooted in innovation and long-term vision, the

company empowers artists, creatives, and athletes to maximize their visibility, revenue, and
impact.

Tickets are available at ticketmaster.com.

ABOUT THE KIVA AUDITORIUM

The stunning Kiva Auditorium is where the “Stars” shine bright in Albuquerque. George Lopez, Eddie
Vedder, Jerry Seinfeld and Norah Jones have all graced the stage in one of New Mexico’s most
beloved entertainment destinations. Located on the upper level of the West Complex, the Kiva
Auditorium boasts a proscenium stage and half-round seating for 2,300 people, making it an

elegant but intimate setting for concerts, comedy shows, lectures, general sessions or
graduations.
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